
Living Things and Their Habitats: 
Local Habitat Survey

Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To recognise that environments can 
change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things by identifying 
changes and dangers in the local habitat.

I can recognise positive and negative 
changes to the local environment. 

Recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables by recording 
observations on a map and in a table.

I can record my observations in different 
ways.

I can identify dangers to wildlife in the 
local environment.

I can suggest how to have a positive 
effect on the local environment. 

I can record my observations on a map.

I can record my observations in a table.

Lesson Pack

Clipboards

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Habitat, environment, wildlife, change, 
danger. 

Local Habitat Survey Activity Sheet - 1 per 
child

Environmental Dangers Record Activity 
Sheet - 1 per child 

Helping the Local Habitat Activity Sheet - 1 
per pair, A3 size 

Make preparations for an outdoor visit 
to a suitable local habitat. This could be 
a local park or an area of the school 
grounds that will show signs of man-made 
changes.

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have previous experience of drawing sketch maps.

Taskit
Playit: Play this  to learn more about the living things that inhabit our common habitats.

Makeit: Why not work on some of the children’s ideas for improving the local habitat? The Wildlife Trusts’ features many 
simple ways to help support local wildlife.

Gameit: Play the  to find out how small changes in a woodland environment can impact on the species 
that live there.

Learning Sequence

Habitats and Habitat Threats: Revise previous learning about habitats. With a partner, children consider 
the questions on the Lesson Presentation, discussing their own habitat and the changes that humans 
exert on the environment around them. Explain that plants and animals are unable to make big changes 
to their environment, and therefore are very vulnerable to changes in their habitat. In pairs, children list 
the threats to local habitats that they see in the images on the slides, and add their own suggestions. 

Habitat Survey: Go on an outdoor visit to a suitable local habitat e.g. a local park or an area of the school 
grounds that will show signs of man-made changes. In pairs, children survey the local habitat and make 
detailed observations. On the Local Habitat Survey Activity Sheet, children each draw a sketch map of 
the habitat, drawing and labelling any environmental dangers that they see there.

Environmental Dangers Record: Children complete the Environmental Dangers Record Activity Sheet by 
filling in the table to record the dangerous changes that they noted in the local habitat, what danger they 
pose, and a suggestion for helping the local wildlife. 

Helping the Local Habitat: Back in class, children work in pairs to discuss how they can have a positive 
effect on the local habitat. Children complete a Helping the Local Habitat Activity Sheet to draw one idea 
they have for helping the local habitat, and write a brief explanation of how it will help protect the local 
living things. 

Sharing Ideas: Children share their plans for helping the local habitat and the wildlife that lives there. 
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